
Through the Week of November 19, 2017 
 

Readings: Zeph. 1:7, 12-18; Ps. 90:1-12(13-17); 1 Thess. 5:1-10; Mt. 25:14-30 
 

Cross Training: Prayer and Enemies 
 

 

Sermon Notes for “Living to Multiply” 
 

“... faithful with a few things.... Come and share your master’s joy!” 
 
Matthew 24 & 25 à  Parables for “Faithful People” 
In the time between Kingdom Revealed and Kingdom Fulfilled: 
• Be Prepared (Matt. 24:43-44) 
• Be Responsible (Matt. 24:45-51) 
• Be Watchful (Matt. 25:1-13) 
• Be Faithful (Matt. 25:14-30) 
• Be Compassionate (Matt. 25:31-46). 
 
 

Parable of the Three Servants 
• Gone for a long time 
• Complacent Contempt or Faithful Work? 
• Enter into the Joy of your Master! 

o Joy over “little children” receiving what the wise and smart 
miss—Matt. 11:25-30 

o Joy over finding hidden treasure—Matt. 13:44 
o Joy over recovering losses—Luke 15 (lost sheep, lost coin, lost 

son) 
o Joy over fruitfulness that comes through loving obedience and 

prayer—John 15:7-16, 16:23-24 
o Joy on the other side of suffering because of the Master—Matt. 

5:11-12; Heb. 12:1-3 
 
 
A Faithful Servant’s Heart of Wisdom: Ps. 90:13-17 
 
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they may 
plenteously bring forth the fruit of good works, as they await the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to restore all things to their 
original perfection; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. Amen 
  



Home Group Questions 
 
Connecting with Each Other 
1. How do you experience joy? 
 
 
 
2. How do you experience “waiting”? 
 
 
 
Connecting with God’s Word 
1. As you reflect on last weekend’s sermon, what one idea or 

illustration stands out as being particularly helpful, 
insightful, or difficult to grasp? 

 
 
 
 
2. How might Psalm 90 and Zeph. 1 shed more light on the 

differing attitudes of the servants in Matt 25? 
 
 
 
 
3. How might 1 Thess. 5 provide encouragement for faithful 

servants? 
 
 
 
 
Connecting with the Week Ahead 
1. Make this week’s collect your daily prayer for yourself and 

others in your Home Group:  
“Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they 
may plenteously bring forth the fruit of good works, as they 
await the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to restore all things 
to their original perfection; who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen”  


